THE  PASTORAL  BEES

kept a prisoner in her cell till the old queen has left
with the swarm. Later on, the unhatched queen is
guarded against the reigning queen, who only wants
an opportunity to murder every royal scion in the
hive. At this time both the queens, the one a pris-
oner and the other at large, pipe defiance at each
other, a shrill, fine, trumpet-like note that any ear
will at once recognize. This challenge, not being
allowed to be accepted by either party, is followed,
in a day or two, by the abdication of the reigning
queen; she leads out the swarm, and her successor
is liberated by her keepers, who, in her time, abdi-
cates in favor of the next younger. When the bees
liave decided that no more swarms can issue, the
Deigning queen is allowed to use her stiletto upon
.^ler unhatched sisters. Cases have been known
where two queens issued at the same time, when a
mortal combat ensued, encouraged by the workers,
who formed a ring about them, but showed no pre-
ference, and recognized the victor as the lawful sov-
ereign. For these and many other curious facts we
are indebted to the blind Huber.

It is worthy of note that the position of the queen
cells is always vertical, while that of the drones and
workers is horizontal; majesty stands on its head,
which fact may be a part of the secret.

The notion has always very generally prevailed
that the queen of the bees is an absolute ruler, and
issues her royal orders to willing subjects. Hence
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